Freda Carlson
July 7, 1950 - April 21, 2026

Freda Carlson, 75, passed away on April 21, 2026. Born on July 7, 1950, in
Pennington Gap, Virginia, she lived a life defined by devotion, kindness, and
quiet strength. She will leave a lasting impact on all who had the privilege of
knowing her.

Known for being incredibly patient, calm, and understanding, Freda was a
beloved wife, mother, and grandmother. She was creative, had a keen
attention to detail, and could plan a gathering with ease, making every
occasion feel special and thoughtfully arranged. She was a wonderful cook
and hostess, and loved having her family around the table for a meal every
chance she could.

For many years, Freda was a dedicated member of the United Church of God,
where she faithfully served her church community. She served on the church’s
local Board of Directors for over two decades, and she loved to help with
church events and social activities. Her life reflected her deep faith and her
commitment to caring for others. Nowhere was this more evident than in her
unwavering devotion to her husband, Brian Carlson, whom she cared for
through Alzheimer’s disease and dementia with remarkable compassion and
selflessness until the end of her life. They would have been married for 56
years on April 25th of this year.



Freda dedicated many years to her career at Monrovia Elementary School,
where she was a familiar, friendly, and supportive face to students and staff
alike. She held many roles over the years, ultimately retiring as an
administrative assistant in 2012.

Above all, Freda was a devoted mother and grandmother. She poured her
heart into her daughters, giving them her love, her time, and never-ending
understanding and compassion. She was the kind of mom everyone hopes for
- present, caring, and endlessly supportive. She extended that same devotion
to her grandchildren. She was the ultimate Mamie, and was at her happiest
when she was on the floor playing with her grandchildren, reading them
books, shopping for clothes and toys for them, and generally spoiling them
rotten. After visits to her home, she would often send them off with bags full of
candy and a drink in their hand.

She is survived by her husband, Brian Carlson; her two daughters, Leigh
Parsley (Ben) and Cara Swenson (Ben); and her grandchildren, Adelle, Lydia,
Isla, Micah, and Erik. She was preceded in death by her mother, Thelma
Johnson, in 2019, and her brother, David, in 2022.

Freda had a way of making people feel at ease. It didn’t take long for anyone
to recognize her wit and kindness. Her presence was truly special, and her
absence will be deeply felt. Her memory will live on in the hearts of her family,
her friends, and the many lives she touched through her generosity, service,
and love.

Friends and family are invited to visit from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm on Sunday,
May 3, 2026, at Light Memorial & Funeral Chapel in Monrovia. A service will
begin at 3:00 pm at the funeral home. Burial will be held privately at Mt.
Pleasant Cemetery, Hall.



Memorial Contributions: In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be
made to A Senior Retreat Senior Services, Inc., via Venmo @ASRSS or
mailed to 609 S. Lincoln St., Martinsville, IN 46151.

To share a favorite story, sign the online guest registry, or light a candle in
Freda’s memory, please visit her tribute page at www.lightmemorial.com



Cemetery Details

Mt Pleasant Cemetery, Hall

5409 W. Hurt Road
Monrovia, IN 46157

Previous Events
Visitation

MAY 3. 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM (ET)

Light Memorial & Funeral Chapel
585 East Main Street

Monrovia, IN 46157

(317) 996-2101
https://www.lightmemorial.com

Celebration of Life Service

MAY 3. 3:00 PM (ET)

Light Memorial & Funeral Chapel
585 East Main Street

Monrovia, IN 46157

(317) 996-2101
https://www.lightmemorial.com


https://www.lightmemorial.com/
https://www.lightmemorial.com/

Tribute Wall

Freda used to make goodie bags for me when | came with my
cousin to church. She will be missed. I'm so sorry to her family and
to her friends.

Norah - May 06 at 01:12 PM

My thoughts and prayers go out to Leigh, Cara, and Brian. Freda
was a wonderful lady. It was an honor to work with her for many
years at Monrovia Elementary. She was such a helpful room mother
when | had Leigh in my second grade class. Freda was such a calm
presence in Monrovia's front office. No matter the chaos, she was
friendly, helpful, and a good problem solver. Most important she was
a cherished friend. Beth Riggen

Beth Riggen - May 03 at 11:54 AM

I have known Freda for many years and the more i knew her the
more i loved and respected her. A true christian servant and an
elegant lady. She leaves a big empty hole in all our lives. | will
always miss her.

Linda Keeney Storm - May 02 at 10:10 PM

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Freda Carlson.

May 02 at 09:24 AM


https://www.lightmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lightmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Freda Carlson.

May 02 at 09:24 AM

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of
Freda Carlson.

May 01 at 04:22 PM

Christina Kemp purchased the Full Of Love Bouq
uet for the family of Freda Carlson.

Christina Kemp - May 01 at 11:38 AM

Angel's Embrace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Freda Carlson.

April 28 at 02:31 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Freda Carlson.

April 28 at 02:31 PM


https://www.lightmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lightmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lightmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lightmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lightmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lightmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4859&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lightmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4859&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Freda Carlson.

April 28 at 11:23 AM

Peggy Donnelly lit a candle in memory of I

Freda Carlson
‘*

Peggy Donnelly - April 27 at 01:06 PM

I did not know her personally but | have been the witness of her
caring nature for over 30+ years. Her love and care for her family
showed through all that she did. May she now rest in heaven
knowing she made an impact in our world. &&

Lisa Tate - April 27 at 12:40 PM


https://www.lightmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lightmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Freda was my beloved sister-in-law. | have known her since | was
15 when she married my brother, Brian. | am now 70 and she has
been an essential element of the fabric of my life. | will miss her
deeply. She was a wonderful, caring, and kind person and the
tender care she showed my brother as he has journeyed through
Alzheimers is one of the most beautiful acts of love | have ever
witnessed.

God's hand was on Freda and her life and | pray her precious family
continues to be blessed by the amazing legacy she has left behind.
Until we meet again - rest in peace, dear Freda!

Karen Cheek - April 27 at 11:42 AM



